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SIR, 


A/T OU defire an Account of the ſur- 
priſing Convulſions that have lately 
happen'd in the Royal Society. I can ne- 
ver deny any thing you Command: But, 
I fear, the real Cauſes that have produc'd 
theſe odd Effects, are bury'd too deep for 
me to reach. However I have endea- 
vour'd to inform myſelf of all Particulars, 
amongſt thoſe whom I efteem'd moſt 
likely to have a perfect Knowledge of 
what paſt (at leaſt open]y) in their De- 
bates, and whoſe Integrity I might con- 
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fidently rely on. I ſhall therefore with, 
out further Ceremony, give you a Hiſtory 
of the Facts and the Reaſons alledged on 
both Sides (according to my Intelligence) 
with that freedom you expect from me. 

Nov. 8. 1710. The Preſident of the 
Royal Society, acquainted the Council that 
the Dwelling-houſe of the late Dr. Broms, 
in Crane-Court, in Fleet-Street, (being an 
Inheritance in Fee Simple) was to be Sold; 
and that he thought it would afford a 
very convenient Reception to the Soczety, 
Upon this Information ( and other Mo- 
tives concerted beforehand) a Committee 
was appointed to view, in order to Pur- 
chaſe it, for their Uſe. 

A few Days after, the Preſident Sum- 
mon'd another Council to Meet at Gre- 
ſham College upon Saturday, Sept. 16. at 12 
a Cleck: And upon Tueſday preceecing, at 
Night, he ſent Orders to Summon alto as 
many of the Fellows as were in Town, or 
could be found, to Meet at the ſame 
Time and Place. At this Fætraardinary 
Meeting of the Society he told them, That 
they were without any Being of their 
own; that their continuing in Greſbam- 
College was very Precarious ; that Dr. Brown's 
Houſe had been propos'd to em, and a 
Committee had view'd it; and that he 
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thought it very convenient for the Uſes 
of. the Society : He added, That he had 
call'd 'em thither that he might hear 
what Objefions they had to offer againſt 
the Propoſal, that the Council might con- 


ſider of them and take their final Reſo- 


lutions accordingly. 

The profound Silence that follow'd, 
ſafficiently expreſt a general Surprize : 
Till the Preſident (after a little while) 
begun the Debate ; and addrefling him- 
ſelt to ſome particular Members, ask d their 
Objections. They told him, that the very 
Embryo of the Society had been form d in 
Greſbam-College, and that they kept their 
Weekly Meeting in that Place ſome time 
before they obtain'd the Royal Charter of 
Incorporation; that the Society had conti- 
nu'd there almoſt ever ſince, even in their 
moſt flouriſhing Condition; that they yet 
enjoy d the ſame Freedom and Conveni- 
encies as formerly, without the leaſt Di- 
fturbance or Impediment; that the pre- 
ſent Profeſſors of Greſbam- College, are as 
willing as their Predeceſſors were before 
them, that the Society ſhould continue /ong 
to enjoy the ſame Accommodation; and 
if any new Privileges could be reaſonably 
defir'd, they might be aſſur'd to meet with 
a ready Compliance from Gentlemen of 5 
Muc 
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much Learning and Ingenuity. And there- 
fore they hop'd to hear the Reaſoxs that 
induc'd him, and a few others who ap- 
pear'd as zealous and earneſt, to remove 
from thence, Till that Queſtion was de- 
bated and determin'd, it was out of Sea- 
ſon to enquire into the Inconveniences of 
the Houſe he had recommended. 

The Preſident was not prepard (or, 
perhaps, not z»/?rufed) to enter upon that 
Debate: But freely (tho* methinks not 
very civilly) reply'd, That he had good 
Reaſons fer their Removing, which he did 
not think proper to be given there, 

The Atting Secretary, who has engroſs'd 
the whole Management of the Society's 
Affairs into his own Hands, and deſpoti- 
cally Directs the Preſident, as well as every 
other Member, cook upon him to relate 
a Fact, which he thought would deter- 
mine every Vote. He told them, that One 
of the Greſham Committee ask'd Him, (not 
long ago) Why the Royal Society did not 
Remove ſrom Greſham- College? Since the 
City had ſeveral times ſcar them Warn- 
ing to that Purpoſe. | 

It was readily reply'd, that the Pro- 
feſſors were the Proprictors of the College, 
and not the City; that the Gentleman 
mention'd had no Authority —_— 
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Committee for ſaying what was alledg'4:; 
and that the Committee had no Propoſal 
then before them that might, with any 
colour, occaſion a new Warning. "Twas 
true indeed, that (a few Years ago) a 
Bill was offer'd in Parliament, and paſt 
the Houſe of Commons, for improving 
Sir Thomas Greſbams Eſtate, . by Building 
Tenements upon the Ground where the 
College now: ſtands : But 'twas alſo True, 
that the Bill was not drawn up without 
the Conſent of all the Profeſſors ; and 
that Care was taken to inſert a Clauſe to 
ere&t convenient Houſes. for each of the 
Profeſſors, and Common Rooms for Read- 
ing their Lectures. But when Sir Tho- 
was Greſham's Will and Eſtate were better 
underſtood, the Bill was dropt, and not 
one ſtep has been made ſince towards the 
Proſecution of that Deſign. It was fur- 
ther obſerv'd to them, that if that At- 
tempt ſhould ever be Reviv'd, the Societ 
would either be Provided for by the Act 
of Parliament, or at the worſt the Affair 
muſt be long Depending; ſo that they 
would have time enough to Remove into 
a better Houſe than that now under Con- 
ſideration. They likewiſe Remonſtrated 
to the Preſident, that that Seaſon of the 
Lear, and the ſhort Notice he had or 
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of this Meeting, made it very improper to 
determine an Affair of ſo great Impor- 
tance to the Society at that time: And 
therefore they «mov'd that the Debate 
ſhould be adjourn'd to St. Andrem's- Day, 
or at leaſt to ſome other Extraordinary 


Meeting; which he might Summon at 


more leiſure. This the Preſident would 
not hear of. They therefore offer'd to 
give him their Opinion either by Ballot- 
ting, or Voting, viv voce, or any other 
way he would propoſe, and deſir'd him 
accordingly to State the Queſſ ion about 
their Removing from Greſbam- College, which 
had been Movd and Seconded, and had 


been the Subject of their Debate. The 
Preſident then rais'd a Doubt that they 


were not properly a Meeting of the So- 
ciety, and that he ought not to put any 
Queſtions to em. | 831 
To ſame of thoſe who had feen with 
what Reſolution, (tho? without any Couns 
tenance from the Statutes, or from the 
Practice of any former Preſident, of how 
great Quality ſoever,) he had run up the 
Authority of that Chair (almoft every 
Week for ſome Months together) in the 
foregoing Spring (tho ( if my Information 
be right) not once to aoy ot the Jus 
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and Wiſe Ends of his Office) this ſud- 
dain Scrupuloſity was a Subject of Mirth ; 
but to others, of real Grief and Concern, 
for the Condition of that Society, that lan- 
guiſh'd under ſo partial Adminiſtration. 
However they all ſuppreſs'd their Reſent- 
ment, and aſſur'd him that the Statutes 
had veſted him with Authority to Sam. 
mon Extraordinary Meetings of the Society 
as well as of the Council. He had ſent 
his Summons, and tho' the Notice was 
very ſhort yet they had -obey'd; and the 
Meeting was not contemptible either for 
the Number, or the Quality of the Per- 
ſons, who Appear'd. And therefore they 
again preſs'd him to put the Queſtion : 
But in vain; his Scraples were unmove= 
able. So that ſome of the Gentlemen 
with warmth enough ask'd him, To what 
purpoſe then he had call'd them thither? 
Upon which the Meeting broke up ſome- 
what abruptly, and not only the Members 
of the Society, but moſt of thoſe of the 
Council allo, leſt the Preſident with Dr. Sloan, 
Mr. Waller, and one or two more, to take 
185 Meaſures at the Council as they beſt 
ik'd, | 

I cannot doubt but that the Preſident 
was much - ſurpris'd to ſee this Meeting of 
the Society ſo well fill'd. It was not 
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very probable that ſo many Members 
ſhould be then in Town, and almoſt 
impoſſible, as be had concerted Matters, 
that Mr. Hunt could give them notice of 
the Time and Place. It was now not 
much beyond the Middle of the long 
Vacation, moſt of the Gentlemen were 
gone to the Aſſizes, or to refreſh them- 
felves in the free Air at their Country 
Seats, or elle were ſoliciting their own 
or their Friends Elections which were 
then expected, or rather by that time 
certain, to be at hand. The uſual Printed 
Sammons upon this extraordinary Occaſion 
could be of no Uſe to Mr. Hants And 
therefore he muſt write his circular Let- 
ters with his own Hand; which ſeems to 
be not very ſwift. He was further ob- 
lig'd to carry theſe Letters, when writ, 
to the moſt diſtant Parts of the Town, 
beſides the uſual Summons to the ſeveral 
Members of the Council: And yet he had 
but three Days allow'd by the Preſident for 
all this Buſineſs; which is a great deal 
roo much for a younger Man than 
Mr. Hunt, to run through in ſo ſhort a 
time. However want of Notice was not 
inſiſted on: And therefore I muſt be 
excus'd if I here give way to a Suſpi- 
cion that it was this ane xpected * 


n 


of ſo many Gentlemen, in whoſe Counte- 


nances he might eaſily read an alarm, not 


very propitious to the Deſigns on foot, 
that occaſion'd his ſuddain Scrapuleſity. 
Fewer Fellows at that Meeting, and more 
of the Party, had without doubt pleas d 
him well ; and their Concurrence with 
the Reſolutions of the Cauncil would have 
been of great Weight in all their Conſul- 
tations: But ſo many Intruders, were nei- 
ther welcome, nor fit to be truſted. 

However unlucky this Meeting prov d: 
the Preſdent did not want Courage to 
proſecute the Undertaking in which he 
had embark d with the utmoſt Vigour. 
And indeed it was immediately viſible at 
the next Meeting of the Council, on the 
Wedneſday following, that effectual Care 
had been taken to pive the finiſhing Stroke 
before they parted. Of the 14 Fellows that 
then appear'd, chere were Two only who 
diſſented; and would not give up the 
Intereſt of the Society, which they appre- 
hended was upon the Point of being un- 
done, by ſuch precipitate Reſolutions. 
Several things were now repeated, and 
indeed more ſeaſonably, that had been 


offer d at the Meeting of the Society, out 


of due time: (which I therefore reſerv'd 
for this Place) And ſome things new 
Lee 'B x Pro- 


| 
| 
I 
| 


(12) 

produc?d. Thoſe Gentlemen ſuggeſted that 
dhe Society had already loſt very conſide- 
rable Donations Which would have been 
beſtow'd upon them if they hed been 
ſettled in a Houſe they could call their 
own : And urg'd, that many Members 
from both Ends of the Town would meet 
with Eaſe in Hleet.- Street (ſo near the 
Centre ) that could not conveniently reach 
to Greſbam- College; That the Houſe pro- 
pos'd had been view'd not only by the 
Committee appointed by the Council to 
that End, but by Sir Chriſtopher Wren, who 
had found it a ſtrong and well built 
Houſe that might be repair'd and fitted 
for the Rereption of the Society at a ſmall 
Charge; That Money would be found to 
pay for it, and ſomething would after- 
wards be left in the Treaſury; And Laſt- 
ly, Dr. Sloan added, that he had us'd his 
Endeavours for ſeveral Years to find out 
a Houſe for the Society, and he never 
could meet with one ſo fit for their Ser- 
vice as this; He ſaid the Gentleman who 
had the Diſpoſal of it would not hearken 
to any Delays ; and if this Opportunity 
ſhould be loſt he did not ſee when they 
were likely to find another. On the other 
ſide it was objected, that the Society had 
long flouriſh'd in Greſpan-Collge + And 
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beſides it being in a very particular man: 
ner, under the Protection of the Cronn, 
they ought not ſo ſuddainly to diſpoſe 
and fix themſelves till they had laid their 
Condition in a dutiful Manner before the | 
QukExN, and ſeen what Proviſion or 
Care would be taken for them from thence ; 
That the Buſineſs and Studies of the So- | 
ciety being for the publick and not private | 
Advantage were of that kind that can- | 
not Thrive (ſcarce Live) but under the 
warm Influences of a Court; That the | | 
moſt of their Members. were either Men 
of conſiderable Fortune and Quality as | 
well as Learning, or ſuch as make their 
Studies their Buſineſs ; "Lhe latter would 
make any Place eaſie to em; and the | 
former generally dwell near the Court, | 
and would make no great difference be- 
tween ordering their Coaches into Fleet- | 
Street, or to Greſham-College, there not be- | 
ing many Minutes difference in point of | 
| Time, and not above a Mile in diſtance; | 
| Beſides the Royal Exchange, having daily a 
| much greater Concourſe of Men of Buſi- 
neſs, was much more likely to draw them 
I thither than any thing that generally hap- 
x pens in the Neighbourhood of the inns 
A of Court; That the Houle was mean and 
; dark, and could not receive the Socicty 
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iQ its preſent Circumſtances, much leſs ig 
the flouriſhing State it was once in, and 
to which 'tis to be hop'd it may again 
ſome time riſe; That it is uncapable of 
receiving either their uſeful and noble 
Collection of Books, or their Curioſities 
of Nature and Art, and perhaps not ſtrong 
enough to bear them; Thar it is unfit 
for the moſt ſorts of their Obſervations and 
Experiments: That it was impoſſible to 
judge rightly either of the Conveniency or 
Value of the Houſe without a Plan, a 
Survey of it made by skilful Perſons, 
fign'd by them, and a diſtinct Report 
of all Particulars deliver'd in in Writing, all 
verbal Accounts in ſuch Caſes being very 
uncertain ; That whatever Sir Chriſtopher 
Wrea might fay with relation to the 
Value of the neceſſary Repairs for a ſmall 
Sum, tis certain he told them, that to 
fit the Houſe for the Reception of the 
Society at their Anniverſary and. other ex- 
traordinary Meetings, to make their Li- 
brary up two Pair of Stairs, and to build 
their Repoſicory over the Stables, would 
coſt em 2 or 3ool. and after all Twould 
be then too little without garbling both 
the one and the other; and indeed the 
Preſident was forc'd to allow of this di- 
ſtinction in the Eſtimate, tho' that diſco- 

very 
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very was extorted from him with ſome 
difficulty. It was further objected, that 
the State of the Treaſury had been long 
2 Secret, and the Treaſurer's Accounts 
not audited for a great while, tho' the 
Statutes (which the Preſident is Sworn 
to ſee executed) requires that to be done 
five times every Year, and without that 
none but thoſe who are admitted into 
that Secret, can ſay any thing to the 
Condition the Society may be in to make 
fuch a Purchaſe. But after all, whenever 
the Society ſhall find themſelves under 
any occaſion of removing from Greſbam- 
College, tor none yer appears, they cannot 
fail to meet with a ſtrong well built 
Houſe, of three Rooms on a Floor, with 
Coach-houle, Stables, and a little Garden, 
in any Part of the Town. 

The Preſident thought fit to ruffle one 
of thoſe Gentlemen who appear d againſt 
chis Bargain, and haſtily to call upon 
him to acquaint them where they might 
had a better Houle than that propos'd. 
It could nor ſurely be expected that any 
Fellow, without ſeeing or ſuſpecting any 
Pretences for leaving Greſban College ( in 
ſuch a hurry as if ſome Ghoſt had ap- 
pear'd there to fright them ) ſhould carry 
a Lift in bis Pocket of all the — 
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well built Houſes of that bigneſs to bd 
Sold in London or Weſt mixfter, to be pro- 
duo d whenever the Preſident ſhould call 
for it. But there being neither Argument 
nor good Manners in that Queſtion it 
did not deſerve a Reply. | 
The Acting Secretary related two In- 
ſtances of the fruitleſs Application that 
tue Society had made at Court, to prove 
that nothing is to be expected from 
thenee. The Firſt was made ſome Years: 
ago, when a Bill was depending in Par- 
liameot for Leaſing and Building the lately 
diſſolv'd , Hoſpital in the Savoy, for Part 
of that Ground. 'The other was, when 
a like Project was ſer on foot for pulling 
down the Memſe, for.a Part of this : But 
both times without Succeſs. To this 
**was reply'd that it was a wrong Con- 
cluſion he had drawa from thoſe Pre- 
miſſes; the denial in both theſe Inſtances, 
where the Things they ask'd were not 
reaſonable, or not in the Power of the 
Crown to grant, was far from proving 
any unwillingneſs in the Court to encou- 
rage their Undertakiags : But rather ſhow*'d 
the Indiſcretion of their Managers to make 

ſuch unpracticable Propoſals there. 
The Preſident was now upon the Point 
of putting an End to the Debate, when 
ä One 
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one of the Gentlemen addreſs d himſelf to 


him for the Favour of ſpeaking a Word 
or two more. The Preſident, who never 


willingly hears that Gentleman, took no 


notice, till the Secretary mov'd to hear 


him; This made the Preſident turn to- 


wards him with ſome Warmth, and with 
an Air and Tone not very ſuitable to the 
Candour and Impartiality which might be 


expected from that Chair, ask'd him, 
What he had more to ſay? Whatever it 
was that that Gentleman had deſign'd to 


offer, ſuch uſage was ſure to prevent it. 
He therefore modeſtly let it drop, and 
coldly defird to know, if the Council, 
by - their Statutes, had Power enough to 
conclude the Bargain without the Con- 


ſent of the Society at an extraordinary 
Meeting; which he hop'd was not an 


impertinent Queſtion. This drew from 
the Preſident an Account of the only 


Thing that ſeems reaſonable in the whole- 
Affair. He told them, that he had con- 
ſalted with the preſent Attorney-General, 


who gave his Opinion, that tho the whole 
Society had the Property of their Eſtate 
and Treaſure by their Charter ; yet the 


Powers for Ordering and Governing the 


fairs 


Society, and D all their A 


and 


r 


and Eſtate, are ſolely veſted in the 
Council. br e of: rig 
Tho' many things might have been 
objected to this Opinion, at leaſt it would 
have been much better underſtood and 
more ſatisfactory, had it been deliver'd 
Cas is uſual in fuch Caſes) in Writing. 
However the diſſenting Gentlemen knew 
well enough that all would be deter- 
min'd by Dint of Voting, not Strength 
of Argument : And therefore they ſub- 
mitted to the Opinion of that truly Great 
Lawyer without further Heſitation. Upon 
Which it was preſently order'd, that the 
ſame Committee, Who had been appointed 
before to view the Houſe, ſhould be now 
empower'd to Bargain for it, and ano- 
ther little one nearly adjoining to it, at 
any Price not exceeding 14504. and that 
the fame Committee ſhould take care to 
_ hgve it repair'd and fitted up for the Re- 
ceptioa of the Society wkh all ſpeed. 
To both Parts of this Order Mr. Low- 
thorp's Negative Ball was found ſingle in 
the Balloting Box; Dr. Cockourn having 
given his Negative, viva voce, and refus d 
to Ballot: Which rhe Secretary in his Mi. 
autes thought fit to take no notice of. 
After this, Sir, you may believe no- 
thing more remain'd to be done but to 
| | expe· 
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expedite the Conveyances, and pay the 


Money, as faſt as poſſible. Accordingly 
in a few Days another Council was ſum- 


mon'd: And then 'twas reſolv'd that to- 


wards the Purchaſe 450 ſhould be paid 
out of the Treaſurer's Hands; That Str 


Godfrey Copleys Legacy of rooZ. ſhould 
be apply'd to this Uſe, and that yoo J. 


the Remainder of the Purchaſe Money, 


ſhould be borrow'd upon a Mortgage of 


the Premiſſes at 64. per Cent. Intereſt. 
There was no Oppoſition at this Council ; 
for thoſe who entirely diſſented from this 
whole Proceeding, thought fit to with- 


draw as ſoon as the Preſident had ac- 


quainted them with the Occaſion of their 
Meeting: And the reſt order'd rhe Mo- 
ney to be paid, the Conveyances to be 
Seal'd with the Seal of the Sociery, and 
the Bargain to be ratify'd in Form; which 
was done accordingly. But whether, after 
the diffatisfy'd Members were withdrawn, 
there remain'd a Number ſufficient ac- 
cording to the Charter and Statutes to 
make a Council (without which all that 
was done was, ipſo fatto, null and void) 
I ſhall not here enquire. Let thoſe con- 
cern'd prepare to Anſwer for that Inſult 
on the Conſtitution whenever they ſhall 


be call'd upon to give it, in a Court that 


C2 will 
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will not be put off with falſe Gloſſes; 
which perhaps may be ſooner than they 
are aware of. by 

The Preſident was ſo elated with this 
Succeſs, that he preſently ſummon'd ano- 
ther Council to meet at the Houſe in 
Crane - Court: And at the {ame time gave 
notice that the ordinary Meetings of the 
Society would begin there on Wedneſday, 
Nov. 8. at the uſual Hours; to which time 
(as *tis enter'd by the Secretary in the 
Minutes) the Pzzs:1DExXT had ApJourN'p 
them. | 
Thus, Sir, in Obedience to your Com- 
mands, I have given you a Hiſtory of 
what paſt in this ſuddaia Revolution, 
Wherein you fee a Paradox, which per- 
haps few Gentlemen without Doors will 
be brought to believe, that 10 Men, (vs, 
Sir Iſaac Newtouw, Mr. Pitfeld, Dr. Sloane, 
Mr, Hill, Mr. Waller, Dr. Arbuthaot, Dr. 
Mead, Mr. Wren, Mr. Sem. Morland, and 
Mr. Ifted ; I ſay that theſe 10) ſhould have 
the Courage to involve the Society in a 
Debt of good. beſides the 500 J. which 
they have drawn out of the Treaſurer's 


Hands; when only Four. of them pay 
their own Annual Contributions, accord 
ing to the Statutes, and their Iogage- 
ment at their Enterance into tlie * 
N | 
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It cannot certainly but be thought 
ſtrange that thoſe who do not pay their 
own juſt Dues: or themſelves contribute 
one Penny towards the Treaſure of the 
Society, ſhould be ſo very liberal and 
forward to diſpoſe of it, beſides the proper 
Purpoſes ; as they have been upon this, 
and ſome other occaſions, that I mult 
not mention here. 0 

And now, Sir, give me leave to iaſiſt 
a little more at large, upon two or three 
Particulars which have been already men- 
tioned above. I confeſs to you, I do not 
read the Names of two Perſons, ſo de- 
ſervedly eminent in the Lam, and for Ar- 
chitecture, without ſome Reſentment, to 
ſee them proſtituted to By-ends. 

I have a much greater regard and de- 
ference to Sir Edward Northey's Opinion, 
than to pretend to make any Objections to 
it: But I may without offence (I hope) 
doubt, if all the Fects were fairly flated, 
No Man who has ſeen the Charter of 
the Royal Society, will diſpute the Autho- 
rity given to their Council to manage all 
their Affairs, Eſtate and Treaſure : But 
there is a Reſtriction in a following Clauſe, 
that all their Orders ſhall be Lawful and 
Reaſonable. This Proviſo, as well as the 
viry Nature of the Truſt repoſed 

makes 
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makes them accountable for their Irregular 
and Unreaſonable Proceedings, I ſhall there- 
fore examine the Affair belore us at this 
Telt. 5 „ eee off 

The Soczety have long enjoy 'd all the 
Conveniencies Greſham- College could afford 
them. The Great Hall, to which the 
Aſcent from the Court is by but a few 
Steps, is about 37 Foot long, near 20 Foot 
broad, and 25 or 30 Foot high, This 
{ſpacious Room is a noble Entrance to the 
reſt of their Appartments. The next 


Room, is about 35 Foot long, near 20 


Foot broad, and 12 or 13 Foot high: 
And in this the - Society always meet upon 
St. Andrew's-Day for their Anniverſary Ele- 
ctions; and as ot as they pleaſe upon 
extraordinary Occaſions. The inner Room, 
for their ordinery Weekly Meetings, is about 
22 Foot long, and 18 Foot broad. Theſe 
three Rooms are all upon the ſame Floor : 
From the laſt of theſe, two or three Steps 
conveys you into the Galery; which is 
near 140 Foot long, and 134 Foot broad. 
Tn this is preſerv'd, the famous Arundellian 
Li:rary; which is conſiderably augmented 
by a daily Addition: of Modern Books, 
Beyond this, and two Paſlage-Rooms, is 
:h: Repoſitory of their Curioſities ; which, 
ih the two Rooms. adjoining, is about 

90 Foot 
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90 Foot long, and 12 or 121 Foot broad. 
All theſe laſt mention'd Rooms are alſo 
upon the fame Floor: And all of them, 
upon both Floors, are about 12 or 17 
Foot high. 728 2 

Beſides all theſe commodious Rooms 
within, they have alſo the Uſe of a fair 
Collonade under the Gallery (being of the 
ſame Dimenſions with it): And of a ſpa- 
cious Area, about 140 Foot long, and 
107 Foot broad. vcr 700 

I ſhall next take a View of their ge 
Purchaſe, The Approach to it, I confeſs, 


is very fair and handſome, thorow a long 
Court: But then, they have no other 
Property in this, than in the Street before 
it; and in a heavy Rain a Maa can hardly 
eſcape being thoroughly wet, before he 


can paſs through it. The Front of the 


Houſe towards the Garden, is about 42 Foot 
long; but that towards Crane- Court not 


above 30 Foot. Upon the Ground. floor, 
there is a little Hall, the Dimenſions 


whereof I have not met with; but I gueſs 


it is about '12 Foot broad, and 15 or '16 


Foot long. There is alſo upon the fame 
Floor a direct Paſſage from the Stairs into 


the Garden, about 4 or 5 Foot wide: And 
on each ſide of it a little Room about 


15 Foot long, and 16 Foot broad. The 


Stairs 
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Stairs are eaſie, which carry you up to 
the: next Floor; Here there's a Room 
fronting the Cos, directly over the Hall, 
and of the ſame Bigneſs: And towards 
the Garden is the Meeting Room, which 
is 16 Foot broad, and 25 Foot long, in 
the whole Front; but from the Chimney 
to the oppolite Wainſcot ( which I take 
to be the only uſeful Length) tis little 
more than 22 Foot. Ar the End of this 
Room, there is another ( alſo fronting the 
Garden) 12+ Foot long, from the Partition 
Wall to the Chimney, and 16 Foot broad. 
The three Rooms upon the next Floor, 
are of the ſame Bigneſs with thoſe I have 
laſt deſcribd. Theſe are all that are yet 
provided for the Reception of the Society: 
Except you will add the Gartets, a Plat- 
form of Lead over them, and the uſual 
Collars, &c. below; of which they have 
more and better at Greſham College, tho I 
did not think them worth the Naming; 
But I muſt not forget to tell you, that 
the Garden is but 42 Foot long, and 27 Foot 
broad: And that the Coach-Houſe and 
Stables are 40 Foot long, and 20 Foot 
Wen, ! | | 
When you have conſider'd the Dimen- 
frons of the ſeveral Parts of this Building, 
you will be mach at a loſs to know, = 
the 


(25 ) 

the Sotiety and their Efef#s can be diſfos'd 
in it, The Meeting Room may admit about 
20 Or: 251: Fellows to ſit at eaſe ; But 3 T 
(without which Number they cannot by 
their Charter proceed to an Anniverſary 
Election on St. Andrem s. Day) will be very 
much crouded in it. If more attend thoſe 
general Meetings, (and every Fellow is un- 
der a particular ement to that At- 
tendance by his Subſcription when firſt 
admitted) they muſt be contented to 
withdraw into the adjoining Rooms, where 
they can neither ſee nor hear any thin 
that's tranſacted at the Table. All theſe 


Rooms muſt be reſerv'd (and they too 
few) for the Meetings of the Society, and 


ſuch Experiments ( which ate not many) 
that can be made within that Compaſs. 

The Rooms upon the next Floot are de- 
ſign'd for the Library: But When I have 
deſcrib'd the Number of their Books, you 


will eaſily perceive thay cannot contain 


them; The Books are now preſerv'd at 
Greſham College, in 45 Preſſes, each of 
which is near 3 Foot broad, and 67 Foot 
high 3- and therefore by a regular Deſtri- 
bution of them between the Windows, 
and along the Wainſcot beta een the Doors, 
and by heightning the Preſſes to 10 Foot, 


tis poſſible to ſet * of thoſe * 


= 
1 
1 
: 
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and J think not more, in all thoſe Rooms, 

The remaining 9 Preſſes muſt be thrown 

into the Garrets; an Indignity to the 

Memory of be Great Farl of Arundel, 

not to be endur'd by any Men of Honour 
and Learning. 

The Stable is to be turn'd into a: He- 
pofitory, for their Collemian of Curioſities: 
Had: the Garden (Where the Sun or Pla- 
zets will ſeldom appear) is appropriated 
to Aſtronomical Obſervations ; to which 
alſo the leaded Platform will be of ſome 
Uſe. 

It was often urg'd i in the lite Councils, 
that Sir Chriſtopher Wren had found it a 
ſtroug Houſe : But whether ffrong enough 
to carry the Weight that is to be brought 
into it, is not ſo clear. The outſide Walls 
are 18 Inches thick; but I cannot learn 
that there's any Brick Partition Walls to 
fupport the Floors. Let at a general Meer- 
ing there will be 70 or 80 hundred Weight 
upon the firſt Floor; and the Books and 
Preſſes, &c. will weigh 180 Hundred upon 
the upper Floor and Garrets, ſo that the 
Walls muſt carry about 13 Tuns, beſides 
the Roof, Floors, &c. a Weight, which I 
chink will try the Strength of a Houle 
that has been built already near 40 


Years. 


I ſhall 
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1 ſhall not here examine how well the 
Committee have diſcharg'd their Truſt in 
allowing 1450 /. to be a reaſonable Price 
for the two Houſes: But I cannot for- 
bear to take notice of the round Eſtimate 
that (I am told) was made, at one of 
the Meetings of the Council, for erecting 
the Coach-Houſe and Stable into a Repo- 


ſitory. It was there ſaid, that when thoſe 


Walls were rais'd 6 or 7 Foot higher, 
there would be a ſpacious Room, fit for 
that Uſe : And that this might be done 


for about 200 J. And here Sir Chriſtopher 


Wren's Authority was again apply'd to. 
After what manner they will finiſh the 
Room, and whar it will Coft, they only 
know who have the Scheme before them : 
But the Project of Raving the Walls is 
altogether impracticable. The Wall to- 
wards the Garden is 15 Bricks thick, with 
no very good Foundation: And towards 
the Street there is no Wall at all. It is 
ſhut up on that ſide with Timber and 
Boards: juſt ſtrong enough to carry its 
ewn {light Roof; ſo that whatever deliga 
they may have to Build there, it muſt 
be done wholly upon a new Foundation; 
and I fear will be found to Coſt much 


mare than the Sum propos'd. 
| D 2 Upon 
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Upon the whole Matter, it ſeems to me 
more than probable, that the Purchaſe: of 
the Two Houſes, with the neceſſary Re- 
pairs, Alterations and new- Buildings, - will 
Amount at leaſt to 1800 J And therefore, 
Deducting 300 J. for the Value of the Lit. 
tle Houſe (which may perhaps be Let at 
20 J. per Aunum) the 1500 J. remaining is 
the Purchaſe of the Great One. This, in 
Buildings, is Equivalent to 110 J. per Any. 
to which the Taxes, Pariſh- Duties, Poor- 
Kates, and Aſſurances being added, the So- 
ciet) wil be at the Expences of 130 J. per 
Ann. And after all, their Habitation will 
be Mean and Inconvenient, in Compariſon 
of what they have long enjoy'd in Greſham- 
College, without Paying any Thing at all 
except only 12.4. per Ann. which is allow? 
to One of the Proteliors for the Uſe of a 
private Room. 
la ſhort, Sz, if this Management of by 
Council be Juſt or Reaſonable, let the World 
Judge. But if it be not a Reaſonablèe or 
Neceſſary Expence, the Council has Aﬀed 
beyond the Powers that were given them 
by the Charter; and they are anne 
—— for their Miſ management. 
But beſides this Provifo in in the Charter 
which I have inſiſted on ſo long, the S#4+ 
#utes ſeem more directly to bring the Cour 
\ 6 
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had (very probably if nor-certainly) ab- 
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cl to an Accoum for their Manggement: of 
the Treaſure before the Society, ' Annually, 
at St. Andrew's Day. They require exprelly, 
that the Preſdent, at One of the Three 
ordinary Meetings of the Sotiety next before 
that Day, to appoint Annually five Felows, 
who are not of the Coancil, to Audit tbe 
Treaſurer's Accompt:,” and to Report them 10 
the Society. It cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
this Provident Care was taken by the Com- 
pilers of the Statutes to bring the Accompts 
under the Cogaizance of the Society, as a 
Matter of mere Curioſity: No, ſurely; but 
to render all ſorts of unfair Combinations 
between the Treaſurer and the Council im- 
practicable; to ſuppreſs all Exorbitant Ex- 
pences, and to correct any Miſmanagemeat 
that ſuch Reports ſhall bring before them. 
Since therefore the Society, and conſe- 
quently every Member thereof, has a Right 
by this Staute to be inform'd of the true 
State of their Revenne; methinks Prudence 
as well as Juſtice ſhould have prevail'd up- 
on the Preſident in the late Councils, to have 
taken the Conſent of the Soczery along with 
them, in an Affair of ſo great Conſequence. 
It was treating them with an Indignity, 
ſcarce ever offer d in any other Society, to 
reſerve the "Motives of the Reſolutions 


ready 


2 


(30 


ready taken, in Petto, when required by 
thoſe who had a Right to know them. 


. T almoſt bluſh to think with what In- 
duſtry and mean Arts the Statute for Audi- 
ting the Accompts is wont to be eluded, 
The Auditors indeed have been Annually 
appointed; but always ſo near the Anni- 
verſary Meeting, that either the Treaſurer 
took care to be out of the way, or elſe it 
became impracticable to go through that 
zatricate Affair before the Time allow'd for 
the Report was elaps d. When that Day 
comes, ſo many of the Auditors are com- 


monly Choſen of the Council, that they 


ceaſe to be a Statuable Committee; and then 
all is ſafe for a Year longer. The long 
continuance of theſe and other like Pra- 


&ices have render'd the Statute almoſt ob- 


ſolete: For which the Preſdent is much in 
Arrear to his Honour and to his Oath. He 
is Sworn to act faithfully in the Execution 
of his Truſt, as Preſident of the Society; 
and as ſuch, he is requir'd, amongſt other 
things, to ſee the Statutes duly executed, and 
to call for the Reports of Committees. *'Tis, 
not enough for him to Name the Auditors; 
but he is further oblig d to lay the Report 
before the Society. | | 


* But after | all, Sir . perhaps you will ask 


me what Remedy the Society can have 3. 
YD691 gainſt 


(379 | 
gainſt the Council for any thing they have 
or may Act, not only without theie Con- 
ſent, but expreſly againſt their Opinion; 
for refuſing to hear it, methinks, is equi- 
valent to that. To this, Sir; I might reply, 
that T have ſaid enough, if I have con- 
vinc'd you, that the Council is Accountable. 
to the Society for what they Act in the Diſs 
poſal and Management of their Eſtate. If 
this be allow'd, it muſt alſo be allow'd 
that they are but Truſtees and as ſuch, 
the Law is open to relieve every Breach of 
Truft they can be juftly Charg'd with. 

But if you think this Remedy too tedious, 
the Society hath another immediately in 
their own Power. All the Officers and 
near half the Council are Choſen Annually 2 
St. Andrew's Day is at hand; If the Society 
be diſatisfy*d with the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, let them chooſe a nem Miniſtry . This 
cannot with any colour be complain'd of: 
fince they have enjoy'd an uninterrupred 
Succeſſion. of Elections for a long Time. 
No Injury nor Indignity will by this be of- 
fer'd to em: But on the contrary, it will 
be a means to clear their Reputation. It 
cannot be deny'd, that their dark Intima- 
tions, and undue Reſervedneſs, have given 
juſt occaſion to entertain Suſpicions not very 
favourable towards them. If the —Y - 

theſe 


theſe nn. no worſe than the of 1 
fects of ome iadiſoretioas, the Society ma,; 
reſtar em with great Honour, the next N 
lection. But if there be really any fine 
Combinations, or bad Deſigns. to ene 
the and to Serre it to their i. 
feen R mente, the Fellows. will bo 
ntither juſt to themſelves nor t 5 5 
if they neglect this 
#ew Oficers... A nem _ ww: Tea 
erer, and a; nen Sernetary,, with che a“ 
ſiſtatoe of an 1 Wiſe = 
will ſoon unravel-allthe Clue of vhs lata i ics 
tricate Pro 1 They will caſily putſue 
them through all the Meanders of theit dark 
Labyrinth, where they have ſerur d then 
feldes fo. many Years ; and expoſe 1 
the juſt Indignation of the Society. 
This, Sir, is an immediate Remedy; a i 
as ſuch, I leave it to your —— 4 
If you thinle ſit to Communicate theſe den- 
timents with, any of the Fellows, you ma, 
uſe your own Pleaſure: I hrartily wiſh th 
Sudcceſs ee 0 ge — — the“ 


